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Urban Problems – Underground Solutions
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“Lifeless Islands”
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Current Solutions
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Italy

Israel Malta

Egypt

Ukraine

Burial in caves and tunnels



PARIS– 15 November 2017 General Manager – Arik Glazer   

Underground cemetery – Jerusalem

Mount OlivesOld CityCemetery “Har
Hamenuhot”
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Shaft

PortalsPortalsPortalsPortalsPortals

The Jerusalem underground cemetery - Architecture

Typical cross sections
based on quality of Rock
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The Jerusalem underground cemetery - Architecture

Typical cross section
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The Jerusalem underground cemetery - Illustration

Shaft Entrance

Museum

Types of 
Burial
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The Jerusalem Project – Shaft 
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The Jerusalem Project – Tunnels & Caverns
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The Jerusalem Project – Tunnels & Caverns
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The Jerusalem Project – Tunnels & Caverns



PARIS– 15 November 2017 General Manager – Arik Glazer   

Environmental aspects
• Land use/location – Close to the city

• Natural – Preserving the landscape

• Topographic – Usage of mountains  

Social aspects

• Religion – Rites and customs

• History – Retrieving ancient tradition

• Social – Reusing cemeteries

Economical aspects

• Cost – Similar to buildings

• Maintenance – Preserving the tombs

• Size - Suitable for cremation as well

• Future – Eliminating “lifeless island”

Reviving Burial in 

Tunnels 
Can be the solution

for many urban

communities 

Why go underground?
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Tunnel Business Relevance



PARIS– 15 November 2017 General Manager – Arik Glazer   



PARIS– 15 November 2017

Stakeholders
Entrepreneur & Contractor – Rolzur Tunneling LP

Client – Chevra Kadisha Kehilat Jerusalem Burial Society

Design Coordinator – Projects Planning & Mng. 

Prime Architect – Peleg Architects

Tunnel Design – A. Rozen Eng.

Structural Design – Danny Inbar Structural Eng. 

Ventilation Design– Doron-Shahar Consulting Eng.

Fire Protection Design – JFPE Consultants

Electricity Design – Ramor Consulting Eng.

Water & Plumbing – Y. Lebel Consulting Eng.

Lighting Design – Teichman & Co. Eng.

Elevator Design – V.I.S Eng.

Geology – M. Levin G.G.S

General Manager – Arik Glazer   

Thank You


